dug as a protection against shell-fire 5 it was clear,
however, that they had not proved effective, for
there were pools of blood about the place as well as
recent graves.
By now the garrison had learnt to make their
sorties as destructive as possible to the enemy with
the minimum of risk to themselves. They always
attacked a passage or doorway from the left, since a
man approaching from the right could not fire into
the opening without presenting his whole body to
any one lurking inside. Sometimes an officer and a
sergeant went on ahead of the rest. If the door of
the house to be demolished was open they threw in a
hand-grenade, while if it was shut they drove a
bayonet or screwed a gimlet into the wood, sus-
pended a bag of powder, fired it with a short fuse,
standing aside for the explosion, and then, as the
door fell in, charged into the building followed by
the rest of the party.
As soon as the house was cleared one of the
engineers would arrive, generally Captain Fulton
followed by a huge Sikh named Hookum Singh,
who could carry a barrel of powder on his back with
ease. If the house was near the entrenchment there
was a danger that the explosion might damage the
defences, but Fulton had a genius for this kind of
work and was never at fault. Directly the train was
laid word was passed to withdraw the escort, and all
the men \\ere ordered back to the entrenchment,
except the sentries who were posted in case the
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